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Center for Strategic International Studies

Risks and Instability in the Middle East and North Africa in
2016

There is no easy way to provide an overview of all of the risks
and issues that will shape the stability of the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) in 2016. Much of the news reporting and
analysis of the Middle East seems to lurch from one crisis to
another on the basis of whatever crisis has the most visibility
on a given day.

1/14/2016

CSIS

CENTER FOR STRATEGIC &
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

ANTHONY H.

http://goo.gl/Rhzy6H

Eurasia Review

Russia’s Official Presence In Middle East: A New Order

Since the outbreak of the Syrian uprising, Russia has limited itself
to its traditional role of providing arms as well as military and logis-
tical experts to its Arab allies. As Syrian President Bashar al-As-
sad’s regime weakened, the Russians intensified their military
support dramatically.

1/4/2016
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Fadi Elhusseini

http://goo.gl/3EPEVX

Eurasia Review

Russia’s Official Presence In Middle East: A New Order

Since the outbreak of the Syrian uprising, Russia has limited
itself to its traditional role of providing arms as well as military
and logistical experts to its Arab allies. As Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad’s regime weakened, the Russians intensified
their military support dramatically.
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European Council on Foreign Relations 1/15/2016

Prospects for Syria in 2016

Pierre Vimont, Senior Associate at Carnegie Europe, Bassma
Kodmani, Executive Director of the Arab Reform Initiative, and SRR
ON FOREIGN

Vitaly Naumkin, Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies at the Szl
Russian Academy of Sciences, give their opinion on how the EU ecfreu
can help Syria.

EUROPEAN COUNCIL

http://goo.gl/ri6ZIU

Foreign Policy Research Institute 1/1/2016
The Case for Syrian Refugee Resettlement in the US

A —
The debate over whether or not the US should open its doors

to refugees from the bloody and multisided conflict in Syria has Fwﬁ;ﬁﬁ 5;!%“
been percolating for months. It probably peaked in the after- N
math of the November 13 Paris attacks, as Republican presi-

dential candidates and governors competed with each other to

make the strongest possible anti-refugee promises.
Lincoln Mitchell

http://goo.gl/Awmw1f

Foreign Policy Research Institute 1/2/2016
Turkey’s “Kurdish Problem” - Then and Now

AT —
A decade ago many observers hoped that Turkey’s Justice and

Development party would at long last succeed in consolidating mﬁ;ﬁﬁ 5L!.m
Turkey’s troubled democracy. Even as such hopes proved N
increasingly unfounded, it still seemed possible that the AKP

would succeed in a more limited realm by finally bringing an

end to the country’s long-running “Kurdish problem.” Today,

though, renewed fighting between the government and the NICK DANFORTH

PKK has dashed these hopes as well, making stability in south-

eastern Turkey seem as elusive as ever. http://goo.gl/Q94H5W

| I ————— . e
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Foreign Policy Research Institute 1/3/2016
Saddam's ISIS?: The Terrorist Group's Real Origin Story

A —
The Islamic State might be led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and

may have emerged out of al Qaeda in Iraq, but the question of FWE;EE &BL!.M
who exactly is responsible for the group’s rise is still debated. ' '

. . \-—//
One increasingly popular argument places the blame on the
former Iraqgi dictator Saddam Hussein.

SAMUEL HELFONT

http://goo.gl/fszPs0

Foreign Policy Research Institute 1/4/2016

What Would Kennan Do? George Kennan, the Containment

Doctrine, and ISIS
T ——

It may have been William F. Buckley, Jr., who observed that Toc-
queville's Democracy in America is as oft cited as it is infre- }F:UEE 51”“
quently read. Something similar might be observed about Con- i\ i

tainment, the doctrine articulated by George F. Kennan in his —
famous 1947 essay. It is paradoxical that containment, an indis-
putable cornerstone of American Cold War statecraft, is so
widely misunderstood. JOHN R. HAINES

http://goo.gl/fZInlu

Foreign Policy Research Institute 1/5/2016

How America Contributed to the Saudi-Iran Flare-Up

The flare-up between Saudi Arabia and Iran involves far more

than another outburst of Shiite-Sunni rivalry, which dates back to s

the seventh century Battle of Karbala, though no doubt that FPRI
ancient feud fuels resentment on both sides of this basic Muslim Forska N fuommure
divide. Those who argue that it is no longer relevant are hard put -

to explain, for example, Sunni violence against Shiites in Paki-

stan, or long-standing tensions between Sunni and Shiite Arabs

in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. Nevertheless, it is the competition 4 HON DOV S, ZAKHEIM
for leadership in the Middle East in general, and in the Gulf in

particular, that is driving Tehran and Riyadh to the brink of war. http://go0.gl/XxQ9hp
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Foreign Policy Research Institute 1/6/2016

What is the future of al-Qaida and the Islamic State?

Al-Qaida attacked the U.S. homeland on 9/11, unprepared for e
what would follow. There was a strong disconnect between

al-Qaida’s meager capabilities and its strategic objectives of ME:UEMEL!M
crippling the United States and of bringing about change in the N

Middle East. To bridge that gap, Osama bin Laden convenient-
ly and unrealistically assumed that the attack on the United
States would lead the Muslim masses and all other armed Isla-
mist forces to join his cause. The collapse of the Taliban regime BARAK MENDELSOHN
and the decimation of al-Qaida’s ranks quickly proved him

wrong. http://goo.gl/b4XoUh

Institut flr Strategie- Politik- Sicherheits 1/9/2016

Erdogan’s Neo-Ottoman Vision Meets Xi’s Silk Road Dream
In the Middle East

The ancient Silk Roads crossed Eurasia to link trade between . _
China and its Greco-Roman trading partners until the Ottoman
Empire cut it off in the 1400s. With Turkey’s expanding military
footprint in its near abroad by stationing troops in Cyprus, Syria,
Iraq, Qatar, as well as territorial disputes with Greece and with
Israel over Gaza access, Erdogan is attempting to exert con-
trol over energy supplies and key energy corridors in the prR CHRISTINA LIN
Eastern Mediterranean.

http://goo.gl/5pEH|T

Institut fur Strategie- Politik- Sicherheits 1/7/2016

Turkey, NATO, and Risk of Nuclear Escalation with Russia

Turkey President Erdogan's personal hostilities with Putin risk . _
dragging NATO into a nuclear escalation with Russia. With —————v—e
increasing Russo-US nuclear blustering; the November NATO
"Trident Juncture" war-games and US launching a Trident
nuclear missile across Los Angeles; and recent declassification
of Cold War documents on planned US nuclear attacks on
Russia; there is a dangerous risk of misperception, miscal- DR CHRISTINA LIN

culation, and possible escalation of current tension to anuclear
dimension. http://goo.gl/hs9crJ

| I ————— . e
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Journal of Turkish Weekly 1/6/2016

Turkish-Israeli Strategic Alliance For NATO’s Air Supremacy

Terrorism is a threat of use of extra normal violence by subna- . f

tional groups to obtain a political, religious, or ideological objec- TURKISHWEEKLY
tive through intimidation of a huge audience.

MEHMET BILDIK

http://goo.gl/fwcnwD

Middle East Forum 1/1/2016

Research on the Islamic State, Syria, and Iraq

A
AR
A short op-ed arguing that on-the-ground results of Russia's
. . . " . . . . A
military intervention "do not show the sweeping victories [Syri- y —

an President Bashar] Assad and his backers hoped for." Middle East
Forum
AYMENN JAWAD
http://goo.gl/MrjF6e
Middle East Institute 1/12/2016

Has Jordan Acquiesced to Assad Regime Offensive in

Southern Syria?
Jordan is yet to react publicly to a fresh land assault by Syrian = \.
regime forces, backed by Hezbollah and Iran’s Islamic Revolu- ,/-
tionary Guard Corps fighters, against rebel-held towns in south- -\ |
ern Syria. The land campaign was launched on December 28

with air support from Russian jets, and has been intensifying

since.
OSAMA AL SHARIF

http://goo.gl/gDICTI
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Middle East Institute 1/11/2016
Saudi-Ilran Tensions Place Pressure on Smaller GCC States

The recent escalation in tension between Saudi Arabia and Iran
is throwing the GCC into a crisis of unity. Riyadh’s actions in
particular are built on the frustration of the Yemen war and the
perception of Iranian encroachment in Arab lands that the
Saudi kingdom believes is its domain.

THEODORE KARASIK

http://goo.gl/4GkQTv

Middle East Institute 1/12/2016

Turkey Should Avoid Getting Involved in the Saudi-lran Row

Turkey’s reaction to the latest spat between Saudi Arabia and
Iran spells more trouble for Ankara at a time when it is already
at loggerheads with many of its neighbors. Initial remarks by
Deputy Prime Minister Numan Kurtulmus criticizing both sides
were an attempt to keep Turkey out of the rift.

GONUL TOL

http://goo.gl/PWfUBK

Middle East Policy Council 1/5/2016

Iran-Saudi Row Reignites

News of the execution of 47 people convicted by the Saudi gov-
ernment for terror-related offences has unleashed a storm in Policy Council
the region. Among those put to death was Sheikh Nimr
al-Nimr, an outspoken Shia cleric and critic of the Saudi govern-
ment. Mr. al-Nimr’s death has been condemned vociferously
by the Iranian government and its Supreme Leader, as well as
by other Shia powers in the region, including Lebanon and Iraq. MIDDLE EAST POLICY

Middle East

http://goo.gl/u4H3TN
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Middle East Policy Council 1/15/2016

REGIONAL SECTARIANISM AND IRAN'S EXISTENTIAL
CHOICE

The tense stand-off between Saudi Arabia and Iran contin- Micddle Foet
ues to attract the attention of regional observers, whose Policy Council
views and positions typically reflect the divide in the

Middle East. Most continue to see Iran as the main culprit
for the rise of sectarianism in the region, and thus the grow-

ing instability. MIDDLE EAST POLICY
http://goo.gl/UtVI19
Syria Comment - Joshua Landis 1/4/2016

The Syrian National Resistance: Liwa Khaybar

The moniker of “resistance” (mugawama) is common to pro-As-
sad militias (e.g. The Syrian Resistance and The National Ideo-
logical Resistance in Syria): hardly surprising given Syria’s
membership of the “resistance” bloc led by Iran. The militia
that is the subject of this profile fits into this trend: al-Mugawa-
ma al-Wataniya al-Souriya: Liwa Khaybar (“The Syrian National
Resistance: Khaybar Brigade”). Unlike the other militias men- AYMENN JAWAD
tioned above though, there is very little information available

publicly about this group. http://goo.gl/okATWC

The Heritage Foundation 1/6/2016

Combatting the ISIS Foreign Fighter Pipeline: A Global

Approach H
e A

In just two years—from fall 2013 to fall 2015—I1SIS established
a presence in at least 19 countries. With a slick and sophisticat- c}leﬁtage

ed Internet and social media campaign, and by capitalizing on “Fo;mdaﬁo,l
the civil war in Syria and sectarian divisions in Iraq, ISIS has

been able to attract more than 25,000 fighters from outside the
Islamic State’s territory to join its ranks in Iraq and Syria. LISA CURTIS

http://goo.gl/hcHnYU
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The Washington Institute 1/1/2016

The Islamic State's Territorial Methodology

In this new study, jihadi expert Aaron Y. Zelin provides a frame-
work for understanding how the Islamic State goes from no
control to full consolidation of control in a particular area. Three

case studies show how this framework plays out ... .
MSTirure ¢

AARON Y. ZELIN

http://goo.gl/avLYzu

Washington Institute 1/13/2016

What Is Behind the Istanbul Attack?

The Islamic State's choice of target likely reflects a very deliber-
ate attempt to short-circuit U.S.-Turkish military efforts along
the Syrian border and exacerbate tensions in Europe.

W &
NstiTuTe =

SONER CAGAPTAY

http://goo.gl/dBnwk7

The Washington Institute 1/5/2016

The Die Is Cast: The Kurds Cross the Euphrates

Although the latest Kurdish offensive runs the risk of spurring
direct Turkish intervention, it could also help isolate Islamic
State forces in the area from their capital, with significant impli-
cations for the rest of the combatants in Syria.

W &
NS riryme OV

FABRICE BALANCHE

http://goo.gl/LorZBY
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Washington Institute 1/5/2016

Discussing Recent Poll Results from the Middle East

An Egyptian analyst and a Washington Institute expert discuss the
results and implications of the latest Institute polls conducted in the
region, touching on the Syria war, Iran, perceptions of U.S. policy,
and other pressing issues.

2
ASriryme POV

DAVID POLLOCK

http://goo.gl/yc3xpY
United States Institute of Peace 1/7/2016
Syria Dialogue Gets Results in Push for Local Peace <€D S ];1
N
S ‘%‘ !
The crosscurrents of conflict lay just beneath the surface when \ )¢ @
14 religious, tribal and civic leaders from the al-Qahtaniya area E \ﬂ, c"‘_j
of northeastern Syria first met last summer, brought together U‘“Aﬁ\\ <
by a USIP project to ease communal tensions. ‘> Qf"
TE O%
FRED STRASSER
http://goo.gl/FtHQfO
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