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American Enterprise Institute 11/16/2015

Syrian refugees after Paris

The ISIS attacks in Paris have escalated an already vicious war A = I

of words over the question of what to do about Syrian refu-
gees, and they have exacerbated a drift toward casual ;

anti-Muslim bigotry in both the United States and Europe.

DANIELLE PLETKA

https://goo.gl/VImCSi

American Enterprise Institute 11/16/2015

Establish safe zones

CNN Opinion asked a range of contributors for their take on the
attacks in Paris and how the war on ISIS must change if the US
and its allies want to defeat it. Below is Danielle Pletka’s
response.

DANIELLE PLETKA

https://goo.gl/oUooTk

American Enterprise Institute 11/17/2015

Opposition visions for preserving Syria's ethnic-sectarian
mosaic

Because, while the United States has no obligation to open the =
floodgates (though one may sensibly ask, what floodgates?) to

hordes of Syrians, if we are to stand as the global moral leader ;
the US has so often been over the years (which we should), it
is not ridiculous to insist that there are procedures in place to
ensure that those admitted aren’t terrorists.

DANIELLE PLETKA

https://goo.gl/eeYsQL
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American Enterprise Institute 11/18/2015

Obama’s inaction produced the Syrian refugee crisis

As President Obama excoriates Republicans over their reluc- =
tance to accept 10,000 Syrian refugees, let’s stop for a moment
to recall why it is we have a refugee crisis in the first place: Presi- ;

dent Obama’s shameful inaction in Syria.

MARC A. THIESSEN

https://goo.gl/dMR7EY

American Enterprise Institute 11/18/2015

After Paris, can Iran be counted on to help defeat ISIS?

This blog series analyzes the most important Iran news events
of the past week and provides an outlook of the regime’s strate-
gic calculus.

J. Matthew Mclnnis

https://goo.gl/Qa0VTS

American Enterprise Institute 11/20/2015

Why Putin won’t abandon Assad

The ISIS attack on Paris may nudge the West to press for great- =
er cooperation with Russia in Syria. Indeed, although the meet- ;

ing between presidents Barack Obama and Vladimir Putin on
the margins of the G20 meeting in Turkey on Sunday was
reported to be inconclusive, French President Francois Hol-
lande has proposed an alliance with Russia to fight ISIS. Are
we on the brink of a thaw in ties between the West and LEON ARON
Moscow?

https://goo.gl/ODty32

|
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American Enterprise Institute 11/20/2015

Defense Intelligence Agency warned Obama about ISIS in
2012

In the wake of the Paris attacks, many are asking how Presi- =
dent Obama got the ISIS threat so wrong. Answer: Obama
ignored repeated warnings from the intelligence community, ;

our allies, and even his own national security team.

MARC A. THIESSEN

https://goo.gl/kBOrVw

American Enterprise Institute 11/20/2015

Poll: 13% of Syrian refugees are ISIS sympathizers

A November 2014 study from the Arab Opinion Index team of
the Doha-based Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies
finds that the vast majority of Syrian refugees have a negative
view of ISIS, with 83% saying their view the group is “negative”
or “negative to some extent.” However, a disturbing subset of
13% of Syrian refugees say their view of ISIS is “positive” or
“positive to some extent.” MARC A. THIESSEN

https://goo.gl/sNBgB;

American Enterprise Institute 11/24/2015

To defeat ISIS, create a Sunni state

America is debating how to respond to the terrorist attacks in =
Paris. Unfortunately, both President Obama’s current policy
and other recent proposals lack a strategic vision for the ;

Middle East once the Islamic State, or ISIS, is actually defeat-
ed. There are no answers, or only outmoded ones, to the basic
question: What comes after the Islamic State?

JOHN R. BOLTON

https://goo.gl/xdE8Gq
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Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs 11/20/2015

"A World at War With Daesh"

Our enemy is violent Islamic extremism. He is Daesh. He is
al-Qaeda. The enemy consists of all groups and adherents of RSy
violent Islamic extremism. Our enemy is the “global jihad”
movement inspired by the 9/11 attack. They seek to impose an
aberrant ideology on the world.

=28 BELFER CENTER

ROLF MOWATT-LARSSEN

http://goo.gl/yTpDsG

Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs 11/25/2015

"The War on ISIS: 6 Issues to Ponder Before Escalating the
Fight"
The recent attacks in Paris have spurred a flood of demands to =28 Br1rreR CENTER

—

escalate the fight against ISIS. Now that the initial shock is S
over, it is time to explore in greater detail what such efforts
should look like if their results are not to prove worse than the
threat that ISIS currently poses. The following is an attempt to
sketch a number of questions that should be pondered before
a decision to further escalate the war is taken.

SHAI FELDMAN

http://goo.gl/hi74x2

Belfer Center Programs or Projects 11/20/2015

"A surprise in Syria’s civil war that could be bad news for
the Islamic State"

Diplomatic negotiations on Syria got lost in the aftermath of the
Paris attacks a week ago. But the talks have made surprising R am e ey
progress — and they may prove a crucial part of any success-
ful strategy for combating terrorists from the Islamic State.

=== BELFER CENTER

DAVID IGNATIUS

http://goo.gl/2mpj6f
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Belfer Center Programs or Projects 11/24/2015

Professor Nicholas Burns Responds to the House Vote on
Syrian Refugees

The U.S. House of Representatives on Thursday night (November
19) passed a bill that would halt the current program allowing Eerteblvr Ry
Syrian refugees into the United States until new security meas- o
ures are in place. We spoke with Nicholas Burns, Roy and
Barbara Goodman Family Professor of the Practice of Diplomacy
and International Relations, director of the Future of Diplomacy
Project, faculty chair of the Middle East Initiative and former U.S. poug GAVEL
Undersecretary of State to get his perspective on the Syrian refu-

gee crisis in general and on the implications of the House vote. http://goo.gl/OJZpl1

=28 BELFER CENTER

Belfer Center Programs or Projects 11/16/2015
"Don't Give ISIS What It Wants"
Ensure that cooler heads prevail after an attack, resist the urge

for retribution, and other ways to make sure the terrorists don't EE=REIARIA:ZGIyYI
win.

=— for Science and International Affairs
=

STEPHEN M. WALT

http://goo.gl/jYO5L5

Belfer Center Programs or Projects 11/18/2015

""Syria peace process is a marvelous play without actors"

"While the world has been preoccupied with the “Islamic State”
(ISIS) and its global terrorism threat that emanated from the con-
flicts in Iraq and Syria, 17 countries that met in Vienna last weekend B==R1383::0 082508421
agreed on a stunningly ambitious and impressive timetable to wind
down the conflict and move Syria towards a political transition
within the coming 18 months. The plan was agreed by all the critical
external players, notably the United States, Russia, Iran, Turkey,
and Saudi Arabia, all of whom now spend more time funding and
fanning the wars within Syria than they do resolving it. | hope dearly RAMI KHOURI

that this plan is actually implemented. The odds for that occurring

are not high, but neither are they zero. http://goo.gl/JINtOw
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Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 11/19/2015
Russia’s Syria Intervention is Not All About Gas
Russia’s involvement in Syria is less about protecting natural

gas interests and more about prosaic strategic interests. ‘] CARNEGIE

ENDOWMENT FOR
INTERNATIONAL PEACE

DAVID BUTTER

http://goo.gl/e5jzhb

German Institute for International and Security = November 2015

Russia’s Military Intervention in Syria

The deployment and use of Russian air forces in Syria could be

a turning-point for President Bashar al-Assad’s regime. Since

the start of the Russian air strikes on 30 September 2015,

discussion has been rife in the media and in political circles as

to what intentions Russia might be pursuing with its interven-

tion in Syria. However, if one takes into account the force pack-

age deployed to Syria, the manner in which the Russian air \aARKUS KAIM
forces have proceeded, and the Kremlin’s official statements

after the Assad visit to Moscow, the main features of an.... http://goo.gl/fq8YI15

Carnegie Middle East Center 11/19/2015

The Crisis of the Arab Nation-State

Arab states can no longer be reconstructed according to past N

: CARNEGIE
blueprints, even when powerful external actors attempt to g J MIDDLE EAST CENTER
restore them.

YEZID SAYIGH

http://goo.gl/uBH9tu
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Carnegie Middle East Center 11/24/2015

ISIS AND SYRIA: WHAT TO DO—AND NOT DO—ABOUT IT

While confronting the self-proclaimed Islamic State may be a

) : : Y CARNEGIE
necessary step to eradicate it, this may be exactly what the g 4 MIDDLE EAST CENTER
group is hoping for.

JOSEPH BAHOUT

http://goo.gl/h2yzOX

Center for European Policy Studies 11/24/2015

European Security after the Paris Attacks

=

The November 13th terrorist attacks in Paris have prompted
the European Union to activate the mutual assistance clause
contained in Art. 42.7 of the EU Treaty. Member states are now
entering the uncharted territory of large-scale conflict: will they
join a French-led coalition of the willing, or is the military inter-
vention against Daesh being Europeanised? This Commentary
explores implications of the Paris attacks on European security GIOVANNIFALEG

and recommends coordinated and comprehensive responses

to be taken within the EU framework. https://goo.gl/XIGSPI

Center for European Policy Studies 11/27/2015

The EU and its Counter-Terrorism Policies after the Paris
Attacks

This paper examines the EU’s counter-terrorism policies
responding to the Paris attacks of 13 November 2015. It argues
that these events call for a re-think of the current informa-
tion-sharing and preventive-justice model guiding the EU’s
counter-terrorism tools, along with security agencies such as
Europol and Eurojust. Priority should be given to independently
evaluating ‘what has worked’ and ‘what has not’ when it DIDIER BIGO
comes to police and criminal justice cooperation in the Union.

=

https://goo.gl/xTJzbV

|
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Center for Strategic and International Studies 11/16/2015

ISIS (Re)Writes History

History, we are often told, is written by the winners. Modern
states and peoples are the products of success; historians
seek the origins of their glory. The victors make it easy: they CENTER FOR STRATEGIC &
leave voluminous records and they ransack the records of -
those they have defeated.

CSIS

JON B. ALTERMAN

http://goo.gl/a6jpta

Center for Strategic and International Studies 11/25/2015

Turkey's Downing of a Russian Jet

Questions and Answers about Turkey's downing of a Russian fight- CS IS
er jet near the Syrian - Turkish border. —

CENTER FOR STRATEGIC &
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

OLGA OLIKER

http://goo.gl/icqOrO

Chatham House Royal Institute 11/18/2015

Paris Attacks: Governance, Not Airstrikes, Will Topple ISIS
in Syria

It is not enough to carry out airstrikes against ISIS and cut its °
sources of funding. What is required is evidence that an alterna- }(
tive model of governance conceived and delivered by local Syri-

g : : . . : CHATHAM HOUSE
ans and Iraqgis is possible, with sustained international support. Iy s

DR NEIL QUILLIAM

https://goo.gl/H7mdzh
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Chatham House Royal Institute 11/27/2015

NATO Could Play a De-escalating Role in the Russia-Tur-
key Confrontation

The Alliance must explore its options for negotiating small-scale
incidents between member states and partner nations, if it ever
hopes to build a coherent coalition to fight ISIS.

¥

CHATHAM HOUSE

Independent thinking on International Affairs

DR BEYZA UNAL

https://goo0.gl/12SQ5D

Chatham House Royal Institute 11/26/2015

Assessing the Legal Basis for UK Military Action in Syria

)

The prime minister has argued that there is a clear legal basis
for military action against ISIS in Syria. Are the criteria for }(
self-defence met? And does UN Security Council resolution CHATHAM HOUSE

2249 provide or enhance a legal justification, or does it give incenc R s
merely political comfort?

HARRIET MOYNIHAN

https://goo.gl/gcbNCK

Council on Foreign Relations 11/29/2015

Divide and Conquer in Syria and Iraq

Why the West Should Plan for a Partition COUNCILon
FOREIGN
RELATIONS

BARAK MENDELSOHN

https://goo.gl/uLz3Ky
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European Union Institute for Security Studies 11/20/2015

After Paris: why (now) the Lisbon Treaty

The perfect storm which has been building up over Europe for ] o
the past months probably peaked with the series of coordinat- Q Union
ed terrorist attacks in (and on) Paris on Friday 13 November. D lslsctf;trlftt\%?ﬂ dies
After President Francois Hollande declared them “an act of -

war”, France sought the solidarity of its EU partners through

Article 42.7 of the Lisbon Treaty. On Tuesday 17 November, EU

defence ministers unanimously declared their support for ANTONIO MISSIROLI
France and expressed their readiness to assist it, directly or

indirectly. http://goo.gl/AyZJ2d

Institute for the Study of War 11/24/2015

Timeline: Russo-Turkish tensions since the start of the Rus-
sian air campaign

Russia and Turkey have long been at odds over Syria, with Moscow back-
ing President Bashar al Assad and Ankara supporting the opposition to m SW
overthrow him. Tensions increased dramatically with the start of the
Russian air campaign on September 30. The Turkish shoot-down of a STUDY OF WAR
Russian combat aircraft on November 24 is an escalation in this tense
stand-off between Russia and a NATO member. Although both sides may
refrain from additional aggressive activities at once, tensions between
Russia and Turkey have been continuously growing and are likely to FREDERICK W. KAGAN
expand, further testing the strength of the US commitment to its NATO
partner. These tensions will also severely hinder efforts to build a “grand

coalition” including Turkey and Russia. https://goo.gl/ZUiugT
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International Institute for Counter - Terrorism 11/25/2015

A New Regional Arrangement in the Middle East - the Only
Way out of the Deadlock

Today we must try to draft a geo-strategic architecture for the T

future which will best serve the Middle East and the world. International Institute
After that is defined, it will be possible to carve out of it the for Counter-Terrorism
most feasible operative plan. In other words, if any coalition

goes to war against the Islamic State, and there is no clear plan

for “the day after” that war, the results will be similar to the

results of the wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Libya. SHABTAI SHAVIT
http://goo.gl/QXGFk8
International Institute for Counter - Terrorism 11/26/2015

Why ISIS Does Not Weaken Our World Order

The Islamic State or ISIS is profoundly hostile towards Western
ideology. This hostility has often been interpreted as challeng-
ing or weakening the foundations of the world order — borders,
sovereignty, and statehood. Although ISIS is commonly viewed
as a threat to the system of nation-states born out of the West-
phalian peace treaty, we argue that ISIS in fact strengthens this
system by using similar methods as states do to assert authori- )
ty and legitimacy. By embracing the core attributes of state- DAPHNE RICHEMOND
hood, albeit with fluid and ever-expanding borders, ISIS rein-
forces the tenets of a system it seeks to destroy.

T
International Institute
for Counter-Terrorism

http://goo.gl/owl4eh

International Institute for Counter - Terrorism 11/26/2015

Governing For Jihad: The Crisis Of Governance In The
Middle East

When the ‘Arab Spring’ erupted five years ago, observers of e

the Arab world asked themselves mostly what kind of state gov-  |nternational Institute
ernments will emerge from the popular revolts and anti-regime for Counter-Terrorism
uprisings sweeping large parts of the Middle East and North

Africa?
AMICHAI MAGEN
http://goo.gl/gm8BA6
| B [ .
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Netherlands Institute of International Relations 11/20/2015

Paris: 11/13/15 - Analysis and Policy Options

The November 13th attacks on carefully chosen targets in Paris have

been claimed by the self-proclaimed Islamic State (IS) and were deliber-

ately meant to kill and injure as many civilians as possible. The attacks

were complex and well-coordinated, involving homegrown as well as

(returned) foreign fighters (FFs). Judging by the terrorists’ tactics and

methods, the Paris attacks indeed bear IS’s trademark. “Paris” was the

latest in a string of IS attacks outside Syria and Iraq, and suggest that IS

has shifted its attention away from the caliphate to external targets to

create fear and undermine societies elsewhere, notably in anti-IS coalition GREGORY CHAUZAL
members. As such, it marks a significant shift in IS’s operations and

illustrates the vulnerabilities of European security services and the impos- http://goo.gl/fJKLOL
sibility of exercising full control.

Royal United Services Institute 11/13/2015

Detailing Russian Forces in Syria

Russia’s direct intervention in the Syrian crisis has attracted a ‘
great deal of attention. A detailed analysis of the actual scope WRLJSSO lg
of the Russian military deployment in Syria indicates Moscow’s
level of commitment to the conflict.
IGOR SUTYAGIN

https://goo.gl/J65gDP

Royal United Services Institute 11/20/2015

Is Russia’s Syria Intervention Doomed to Fail?

Russia has dived headfirst into the Syrian civil war — but this
might be a strategic dead end.

IGOR SUTYAGIN

https://goo.gl/vWwUXV
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United States Institute of Peace 11/12/2015

Kerry Says Assad Staying as Syrian Leader Is a "Non-Start-

er" <eD ST »
o ve %
Secretary of State John Kerry, in an address at the U.S. Insti- “ég ®

forced the administration’s firm opposition to allowing Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad to remain in power under any resolution
to the 4 '2-year conflict. Before leaving the U.S. today to
resume talks on Syria in Vienna, Kerry pledged accelerated
U.S. diplomatic and military efforts to end the fighting and VIOLA GIENGER
defeat the self-styled “Islamic State” extremist group.

Q
tute of Peace on the U.S. approach to the war in Syria, rein- - 4 3
%ﬁ\/
>

http://goo.gl/MbSVFs

United States Institute of Peace 11/18/2015
Terrorism Study: ISIS Isn’t the Deadliest Extremist Group
vDST
S o
Worldwide deaths from terrorist incidents jumped 80 percent in \ ,\../,

Q) ®
2014 compared with the year before and were concentrated in Z \ﬁ‘, o
five major conflict zones, according to the third annual Global 5N
Terrorism Index, released November 17. While that conclusion TE OQQ
was unsurprising, the index included less obvious findings with
implications for policy makers who have to tailor solutions to
specific countries and regions, according to experts who GOPAL RATNAM

discussed the study at the U.S. Institute of Peace.
http://goo.gl/3jx6DP

Washington Institute 11/30/2015

Israel's Gulf Breakthrough
_ ACTION, s

L

A new lIsraeli diplomatic office in the UAE is a rare public indica-
tion of a broader trend.

W 3H
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SIMON HENDERSON

http://goo.gl/XWxyOg
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Washington Institute 11/16/2015

The U.S. Must Send Ground Forces to Eliminate the Islamic
State

A traditional military operation is eluding serious attention for
many reasons, but none hold up against the devastation experi-
enced in Syria and Iraq.

_ ACTION, e

LT

. “\1,1.5'6

&
NsTiTyre POV

JAMES F. JEFFREY

http://goo.gl/1zLfZM

Washington Institute 11/27/2015

Russia Will Want to Make Turkey Pay

_ ACTION, e
Q)

For now, Moscow's retaliation will most likely come against
Turkish commercial exports or gas imports, but continued Rus-
sian operations near the border mean that a dangerous military

escalation is still possible. L <
TiTyTe ¥O

M 3Hy

g “\55'#

SONER CAGAPTAY

http://goo.gl/DrHRsY

Washington Institute 11/30/2015

Israel's Gulf Breakthrough

_ ACTION, e,

A new lIsraeli diplomatic office in the UAE is a rare public indica-
tion of a broader trend.
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SIMON HENDERSON

http://goo.gl/XWxyOg
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Washington Institute 11/30/2015

Netanyahu and Putin Rendezvous in Paris

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin will meet on the sidelines of the UN climate
summit in Paris today to discuss the situation in Syria, fighting
terrorism, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, according to Rus-
sian and Western press reports. Earlier, at Israel's initiative
according to a Kremlin statement of November 18, Putin spoke
with Netanyahu on the phone. Netanyahu expressed condo- ANNA BORSHCHEVSKAYA
lences to Putin about the victims of the downed Russian Metro-

jet Flight 9268 in the Sinai Peninsula, likely by an ISIS bomb. http://goo.gl/qCst2B
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